
Waving the Yellow Flag in California
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seems to be the open season for perils
THIS menaces. With all the perils and

now threatening our devoted country
not from without but within it certainly looks
like rocky tailing ior our Ship of State. A
strange thing about these menaces and perils is
that they seem to run to colors. Hardly has one
of our outhern brethern been persuaded to re-

sume his seat after declaiming the dreadful men-
ace of the black when up pops a brother from
the Fast or Middle West and raves about the
red. And row out here on the Pacific Coast we
have discovered a new peril. It's a yellow out thai
tune. And most appropriately it is the yellow
press that has done the most to advertise this
latot menace to our national peace and vege-
table gardens.

Another peculiar thing about these perils is

that we have seemed to invite them upon our-
selves. We throw our doors wide open, invite
in the oppressed peoples of the world and then,
after they have with jrreat enthusiasm availed
themselves of the invitation, we hastily cast
about for means to kick them out. Of course we
didn't invite the Negroes to this country. We
brought them over rather forced our hospi-
tality upon them, as it were. And the reds we
found one bunch of reds already in possession of
the country. What we didn't wap away from
them with beads and bad whiskey we look by
force and then herded what reds had survived
the whisky and buckshot on to reservations.

The reds who are causing us annoyance now
were originally whites but underfeeding and
overtalkmg gave them their present complexion.
Short rations and an indigestible mental diet arc
apt to have that effect.

It is a comparatively easy thirty to dispose of
the black menace and the red peril.

But our e!'.ow peril out on the Pacific Coast
is indeed a pen', of another color. We are not
dealing with ignorant Negroes or half-starve- d,

half-bake- d theorists from darkest Europe. The
Japanese are a race every whit as proud and
sensitive a our own a race that considers itself
to be .!! as gevd if not better than any nation
on earth Vv. what is more to s a
nation that is ready to back its claims with sev-

eral mi trained I ?rs and a big fleet of
modern warships.

Or.ce be tore we had an incipient yellow peril
C i the Paciric Coast. A i a- -

raer. had the nerve to think they oooftd come to
otrr xrd ikl thr free and obtain a nOQODo' frJ

pw up iw uauvu onu ui ng mis cour.tr to theverge of a war to gratify their own ambition
These men are only defeating their wn endsThere is no wide-sprea- d sentimer.t airist thiJapanese among the laboring class, the class m .steasily excited to riot. Their feeling as far as I

have been able to learn by questioning men ofvarious trades and crafts is largely one of indi-
fference. The Japanese in this state are nearly
all farmers. Instead of being in coaspetitioo with
labor they are supplying the laborers with food.
Farm labor is so scarce that the small number of
Oriental laborers, Japanese, Hindoos or Chinese,
cannot fill the demand.

Neither can I find any str r.g sentiment
against the Japanese among the farmers them-
selves. There is some bitterness. :t roc ev-
idenced by farmers who have been br ucr.t in di-

rect competition with the Japanese but even in
the reports of the hearings before the . i
tion committee, as printed in the rewspapers
most strongly opposed to the Japanese I rind
nearly 2s many farmers testify.r.c for the Jap-
anese as against them.

Every banker to whom I have talke : .as had
nothing but good words for the Japanese. Bus-
iness men generally speak favorably ( them
deplore the agitation against then

The greatest opposition to the Japanese seems
to be in the northern part of the state They
have concentrated strongly in certa in districts
there, and in some cities such a iiSacramento there seems to be a dec bitter
feeling.
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not common and there has been a
among both those opposed to the

the Japanese themselves, to give the comnuc
aid m their power in uncovering the real In
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I have lived upon the Pacific Coast t:r
years. During that period I have had c:
dealings with the Japanese, both as a news;
and an orange rrower. I hare known therr

the CBQf mej and laundry businesses But we
Vwf.i '.'-e-rr. where to hea.i m. M fwAnBi

where rot to head in
Now to oe trank it was only as' iv

that I discovered we had th e'.'ow Mfi m the
form of the Japanese in our midst. As a matter
ct tact - . rater rart ot our three m
more or less white reside- - t oi California wa-ali- o

in dense mo ranee ot the tct that we were
Irvmg oer a i can." We had had a
few slight earthquakes it is true, but we ha i

nee- -
. t t Japanese. The first intimation

came last inter wher it was discovered that one George
Shima. the Japanese potato kmg. had what
amounted to a i on potatoes. Mr. Shima. it was
charged, was; - Steering. Of c of his wh te
rivals among the commission men woi'd descend to
tuch tactics. They laid h on to Mr. Shima. At once
ocr little brown brothers s uttered a slump in popular-I- t

And then to cap the climax, this spring the Jap-
anese obtained a corner on the strawberries. No more
nice berries at c-- e mcke'. a box. Two for a quarter was
the mir.rrr . : locked lie a glut the Japanese would
destroy a large quantity of berries and keep the price
up. At ieast that what they were accused of doing,
although it was never proved and the district attorney s
oftceTailed to prosecute. The price of everything e e
had aviated bet Californuns demanded their inalien-
able rigktl :-- -e s ha J he--a

box. Down with the Japanese for dar.-- c t ask
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servants, as railroad laborers, as orange rockers a
business men, as farmers and during my collect ar
as tel'ow students. I have found them to a
just about the same as any other nat. ra
known good ones, bad ones and indifferent

As desirable immigrants, I would class
the Germans and Swedes except for t'

rights of Japanese horn in the United States and there-
fore citizens per se.

An initiative petition has been prepared which would
place a measure upon the ballot next fall that would
practically prevent a Japanese from owning or leasing
any agricultural land whatever in the state.

This petition is beir.g circulated at the time I am
writing this article a- - i I do not know just what suc-
cess it is having. Men who have leased large tracts to
the Japanese have ass-re- d me that the proposed law is
MKoosttetional and that they do not fear it

Since the close of the World War the California
Cr e: ta'. E;.u .r. League ar.i $:rr.:.ar organizations
have kept up a constant agitation against the Japanese.
There was an attempt maie by state senator J. M.
Inxnan. president of the league and one ot the most
actm : e of the Japanese, and others to introduce

anti-Japane- se legislation at the last session of the leg-
islature. Failing in this a determined attempt was
ntade to induce Governor Stephens to call an extra

r. t: c:r?:-ie- szcr :ec.'at: ;n
Governor Stephens remained deaf to appeals, bow- -

: ; t toe State r a-- i t J:ntr:: to
work gathering statistics. These statistics, to which I

- er in detail later, evidently caused the governor
cxpenerwe a cnar.ee of heart, for soon after receiv- -
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mar lire in this country for a lifetime bet be
dings to the dress and habits of his na
:r:rr. t'e mer.t a V.art'sc laris j
begins to pick Bp our ways. It is tma habit c: fcs

Then a few of cur enterprising pel: nesaan I

that their fences needed repairing. What
ral c. i be t;. i t'--ar. the carcasses ;t t'--e

mate
iaree7.e had .o . te, M mm c tc tret. h - : - ocr wavs. that has made rum auiw1Tans once s b Kjght to the with the house wires m California. Since he aas aw

o"f ite " c ., escert ;r i
e i a ese vw -- : - ' ce: ; -

Im fata i- -i the e -- i ted a 'etatr awSecretm 1 State Cclbv
cal 1 for Federal aid in solvinc the arobiem.
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has been suspected and, I fear, justly jaiyaBr at
arnfin nin Anyhow he has carried co-o-a.

the nth degree and 111 confess has arocsed a senmg
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porter I w rked around police headquarters
of the larger northwestern cities and I cafass
errr having seen or heard of a Japanese ber
for theft or burglary. We have had them :

King ami hghtmf among themselves ami oeca
for mtoxxatkon M they seem to have aa m
spect for property rights.

I hare heard it charged that they are caam
deceitful and were guilty of sharp peactarr .
mdiviHinT mstaaces I hare found this to he
no more so than any other race that comes '
eign country and is made the prey of frgr
and crook. In nnHr ererr nwaare where

a I was prepared to nad the cmzens of
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